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The significant increase in the number of countries responding to our 
requests means that the themes of parity and gender diversity are:
  • addressed politically each year by a greater number of countries,
  • addressed in greater depth by those who had begun working 
    on these subjects earlier.
In recent years, we've seen an increase in the number of countries working 
to combat sexual and gender-based violence and harassment in the sector, 
as well as a clear move towards supporting professionals with children. 

Answered our study 

NUMBER OF COUNTRIES THAT HAVE:

Women directors are proportionally more present in documentary films, where 
the average film budget is much lower than the average budget for animated or 
fiction films. However, we've seen with satisfaction that over this period there 
has been a substantial increase in the proportion of female directors in 
animation—and this trend should continue. Beyond the question of the share of 
women directors in Europe, there is also the question of the low share of total 
budgets allocated to them.

*number of feature films produced between 2020 - 2024 
The countries with the best statistics are those that adopted the most 
ambitious and multidisciplinary policies to promote greater equality in cinema 
some years ago. Comparing the periods 2015-2019 and 2020-2024, we can 
see that in 26 of the 33 countries for which we have statistics, the proportion 
of films directed by women has increased. However the best statistics are 
still a long way from parity.

We can therefore observe a real increase in the share of films directed by 
women across Europe on average, but one that remains very slow: it has risen 
from 19.2% in 2015 to 24.6% in 2024. The progression is also far from linear, as 
some years even show declines — such as in 2018, 2022, and 2024. At this pace, 
and assuming no setbacks… gender parity would only be reached in 2066! The 
European average for the period 2020–2024 is also 25% of films directed by 
women. Time will tell whether this is, as some now fear, a glass ceiling — and 
what new measures will be needed to break it.

 

Women, who make up 50% of film school students, are gradually being 
driven out of the industry. They face a number of discriminatory barriers 
that make it harder for them to establish themselves in the industry over 
the long term.
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THE PROPORTION OF WOMEN 
FILMMAKERS DIRECTING FEATURE 
FILM IN EUROPE 
2020-2024 - Figures provided by the EAO
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SHARE OF FILMS BY WOMEN DIRECTORS 
IN A SELECTION OF COUNTRIES
2020-2024 - Figures provided by the EAO
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EVOLUTION OF THE SHARE OF FILMS 
BY WOMEN DIRECTORS*
2015-2024 - Figures provided by the EAO
*  including co-productions including at least one woman director
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