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LIT¥ IN FRANCE

Homme sweel
homme

Despile festival prizes, eritical recognition and box-oflice success,
female direclors are missing — again — [rom Lhe 2023 Cesar

nominations. Whe

b the nomi ratios
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for Frances il
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with both vitriel and victory, On
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On the other hand, not 4 whl:_hli.'

filmn directed :-.'l:. a woman has been
wmirged for best director-and the

doani naded

entire pominations ane
by filims directed |‘l'. white men
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The films directed by women that
did nat recelve a single nomination

ude Relrecea Zlotowski's

L n (which ha

“The fact it
is shocking
is a good
sign that
we're nol
letting it be the
norm anymore’
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at Venice), Alice Diops Saint Chner
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Lion of the Future at Vendce), Allce
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Rock the boat, not the vote

In the short term, the Academy

of Clnema Arts and Technbques

which runs. the awards, has worked

W become a

o chamgee the crileria

myore diverss

_i».-p

the mix

vounger members in

Ihis year there were 5200 new vot

members and of the 4705 curren
miatnber, 44% are women with the

O P ISal 1on o ded rhal

st

number fse o an equal 5-5
n the future

However, the parity |.".u|.'!l.'||l Iy

lie less i the academ :|:'_|:.
:*.;L:\..'I L} t'llliwf""'”l‘ and moee I o&n
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Robecca Totowskis
Other People’s Children,
a festihval favouribe that
falled to plek up & single
César nomination

oander and head of prodoctdon
company L FAmre Cote La Per |E'l|:
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an academy member since

Collectit

the comspic

and active member of

S0/540, is hoping

omission will lead w o deep dive

into the voling process and mem

bership profile.
‘Nominations -are alwavs based

pn subjectivity, there s néver una

ity Lascary savs, "Bul in a year
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with success Trom eritics and besti-

als and at the box office; we have

o que n the process. We have to

it Further”

look i
She adds thew the mle of the acad
CITLY

moving forward should be (o

"k questions and try to under

stand” and be mwore transparent in

explaining o its members how

to take a de

oecurred It

dive and analyse ages. professions,

joc ity Its role is to
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Fabienne Silvestee, head
Panisbased organisation
I

le Lab Femmes de Cinema, how

perclent

ever, says I'm less interesied In
I'.Jlil'l\.l;_L whiy we FUL bere than in
what we can do o it do2s not hap

pen agmin  Hopefully sCan
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"In avear
when films
made by

e Women are
met with success.
we have to gquestion
the Cesar process’
Laure noe Lascary, De DAutre Cobe

D Périph

A acngrr o

rward @ the academy can reflect
on the voting process and determine
if it neads w0 change and it ot
whial we can do i parallz| w0 make
sEre wWoren aren’t l;rr|_.:|.lEE|.'|'| in the
fature,

Silvestre savs the academy s "In

a tough postion because it does
ol pre-select films”, bat adds that
mayhe the rules need 1o be updated

Michel Rebichon, former editor-

in-chief of magazine Mudio, veleran

indugry observer and  academy
member since 2006, pobnts ool Hha
without any pre-selection or cum
paigning, there are imply "Too many
fillms”

. He savy that maest members
do not see enough of the films before

voling or opt not to vote i they have
ot 5

e Enough tlles

"Members should have to see a
munymum of flms n order to vole
Maybe the academy zhould have
some kind of card that has to be
checked 1o prove they have seen

least half e films,” he sugpests,

Silvestre says the job of the
Femmes de Cinema tab and other
groups  should be to frst list the
|-'I:|:::|‘r‘.|;' woenen in each category
and commumicate abead of the forst
ronnd of nominations o help voters
choose fro the sea of titles:

Same woters admit to not voling
in the At round becanse of the
volume of films o watch, ot say
they are catching up on films for the
second round. Others say oo ofien
the teams that work on certain films
simply wite for their own movies
which also sw uys the outcome.

Lascary says that while the acad
crmny has yet o communicate with
members how it |'| ans to avoid a
r'-'l."'il- Al TINEre Cere i les SERTN i
changs wre brewing

“Already we can see Ut they are
I.L'l|.ol.'|."!§'.:l'_'\I ITRONEE, P_":I I IME atlen
tion, A few years ago, they would
have said that we can'l even talk
about the vote. The Jl.hl-.l!:_h' Is more
open now but ithas o be followed
by acthon™ 13

Ritwrca Leffler

e

Nikki Amuka-Bird

The Nigerian-British actress, who
stars in M Night Shyamalan's Knock
At The Cabin, turns to her ‘Blacktress’
WhatsApp group, fellow cast and her
mother's generation for top viewing tips

When you're on s2t, you have alot of time tochat toother
creatons and sctors between set wps, and gulte often we do
talk about filrms

| have dif ferent friends for different genres, like when |
wiss wiorking on the comedy series Avenue 5 an actor called
Zach Waods and | weoiild talk for ages about independent
filrms- gt Exiropean cinema He got me into directors |ike

Caline Boiamma

Anactress friend of mine Cherielle Skeste hasstarted a
oreat WhatsApp group called Blacktress — the elue isin

thie tithe. She lets us all khow new projects coming oot with
actresses of calowr that we can support and svents that are

ha ppening When Biock Panther Waokanda Forever came out
& mutual friend of ours [sctor] Kobna Holdbrook-Smith, put on
anevernt called Pechanda Forever in Peckham [south Londan]
He rented out one of the huge clinemas; Peckhamplex

&l svensore vwas imdted to come in Afrtican dress 18 was

really celebraton:

Outside ofthe industry. | terd to go to my older friergs for
recommendations, from my munms genematon Tl‘.f‘:y rained e
on the classics; and when they're looking to goto the cinema
amd bo ke themaehes out of the house. they are looking to

be inte lectually stimulated

Onfine, Fll go to YouTube and watch a lotof behind the
scanes clips or radio interviews. | fove The Breokfest Club,
which iz & rachio shaw in NewYork and | read the culture

sections of The Suardicn and The New York Timres

A couple of years ago, when Bafta was restructuring | was
invited to become & member it's bemmme a real gamechanger
for me — as & film buff at this time of year when all the hilms
that ane in considerationare corming into your inbox, | feel like
a kid In acandy store | thought TAR with Cate Blanchett was
mind-blowing | try bo watch a filrma day, but then vou ses

a filres i that, anc you reed o few days 1o process it

Interview by Mono Tablx o
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